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which led the way, reached that point, it was im-
mediately [155] attacked by three Iroquois canoes.
On seeing them, the Father commanded his people
not to fight, as their side was not of equal strength,
in either men or arms. The enemies drew near,
seized the Father and the two Hurons who accom-
panied him, and declared them their prisoners.

Meanwhile the two other Huron canoes endeavored
to escape by flight, and were already so far away
that they thought they were out of danger, when, on
doubling another point, they saw two other Iroquois
canoes, strongly manned, which attacked them. In
this encounter one of our Hurons, named Bertrand
Sotrioskon, tried to use his gun, but was prevented
from doing so by an Iroquois who felled him in his
canoe, quite dead; this so frightened the others,
that they allowed themselves to be taken without
further resistance.

The enemies landed, with their prisoners; broke
open all the packages containing the articles needed
by our Fathers, who have received nothing for three
years: tore up the letters that we [156] sent them;
and equally divided the spoils. They then threw
themselves on the body of the man whom they had
killed; they tore his heart out of his breast, and
scalped him; they cut off his lips, and the most
fleshy parts of his thighs and legs, which they boiled
and ate in the presence of the captives. But, while
these Barbarians so treated his body, it is probable
that God crowned his soul with glory in Heaven, as
a reward for his Faith, his purity, and his inno-
cence,— whereof the Father who directed his con-
science gives this testimony, that, from the moment
of his baptism, he had never grievously offended



